
 

St Denys Bulletin 

www.sleafordparishchurch.co.uk  

Services at a glance: 

• Every Sunday 10am  

Sung Eucharist 

• Every Wednesday 10am 

Said Communion 

• Mon, Tues and Thurs  

8.45am Morning Prayer 

• 5th Sunday 6pm 

United Service at one of 

the Sleaford churches. 

The vicarage is strangely 

silent! A couple of weeks ago 

the telephone network in my 

area was ‘up-graded’. My 

internet provider sent me a 

wonderful little gadget 

through the post with  

instructions to unplug my 

telephone from the wall 

socket, connect it to this  

little gadget, and then plug 

the phone cable into the  

internet modem… and  

everything should work fine. 

Apart from, it didn’t! I am 

now in my second week 

without a landline  

telephone. (The parish office 

is encountering similar  

problems.) I can still pick up 

emails and I do have a  

mobile phone so I am not in 

a complete communications 

dead zone, but the world 

does feel strange. The habit 

of checking for a flashing 

light on my desk phone’s 

answerphone each time I 

return home is hard to shed 

but currently pointless.  

I know that there are some 

priests who only use a  

mobile phone (and perhaps I 

am a dinosaur) but it doesn’t 

really suit me. My mobile is 

generally turned to ‘silent’, 

because the risk of the 

vicar’s phone ringing at an 

inopportune moment is 

high, so I frequently miss 

calls from family and 

friends – to add parish 

business to that… It is 

increasingly common for 

me to be given a mobile 

number as the only con-

tact number through 

which to arrange a  

funeral (as landlines are 

becoming a rarity), and I 

cannot tell you how many 

times I have telephoned 

someone only to discover 

that they are in the  

supermarket, which is not 

the ideal location to speak 

of bereavement and  

arrange a date for a visit. 

The modern world of  

communication  

encourages perpetual  

connectivity and instant 

responses. Jobs that were 

traditionally 9-5 now 

creep into evenings and 

early morning. I have 

friends and family who 

are expected to respond to 

work emails whilst they 

are on holiday. Some  

people thrive on being ‘in 

demand’ that sense of 

being important,  

indispensable. But for 

others it is exhausting 

and leads to mental 

health issues or burn-

out.  

The concept of rest as  

essential for human  

flourishing is  

established in the  

creation stories of 

Genesis – one day in  

seven of complete rest 

from labour. Holy 

days, holidays have 

continued to provide 

respite from work 

down through the  

centuries. Jesus  

frequently took time 

out of his demanding 

schedule for rest and 

recuperation.  

Being without a  

landline telephone has 

challenged me to think 

again about how I  

respond to demands on 

my time and whether I 

do get adequate  

respite. As we  

approach the month of 

August, traditionally a 

time of holiday, I hope 

that we all get a  

decent rest from our 

labours, but also an 

opportunity to re-asses 

our work-life balance.  
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The church is  open dai ly  from 9am  

Directory: 
Vicar of Sleaford  

and Rural Dean 

The Rev’d Philip Johnson 

01529 304354   

revdphilip@aol.com 
 

The Parish Office 

Parish Administrator 

Paula Ireland 

Market Place, Sleaford,  

NG34 7SH 
admin@sleafordparishchurch.co.uk 

01529 413607 

Mon, Weds, Fri 9-11am  

 

Churchwardens 

Richard Clash  

07714 565678 

Sarah Stentiford  

07707 513225 

Safeguarding  

Officer 

Angela Clash 01529 410065 

 or 0303 003 1111  

Director of Music 

Lee Mitton-Rooke 

lee.rooke@googlemail.com 

St Denys Bellringers 

sylvia.bird860@gmail.com 

PCC Treasurer 

Brenda Hitchcock  

01529 302775 

The Collect for Daily Work 
Almighty God, you declare your glory and show forth your 

handiwork in the heavens and the earth. Deliver us in our  

various occupations from the service of self alone that we may 

do the work you give us to do in truth and beauty and for the 

common good. Amen 



sitting in one of the pews and simply enjoying a 

comfortable temperature surrounded by an air of 

quiet and peacefulness.  

BON VOYAGE 

During the remaining summer months many of 

our worshipping family will be taking annual  

vacations, city breaks or whatever. We wish you 

every happiness wherever your travels take you 

and a safe return. Enjoy the experience and try to 

recharge your batteries for an exciting autumn. 

… and finally 

At this time of the year it is very tempting to be a 

bit daft. An item reported in the news recently 

was the “World Stinging Nettle Championship” 

competition. Apparently contestants are asked to 

eat stinging nettles for one hour. This rather odd 

competition took place in a village in Dorset and 

was hosted in the local pub - had to be. Thirty-one 

contestants took part and the event was attended 

by 1,000 people overall. 

As a footnote to doing something daft Tommy 

Cooper sums it up: A man was brought into court 

for disturbing the peace. The presiding  

magistrate said: “What I would like to know is 

what induced you to climb to the top of a flagpole, 

play the saxophone, shouting at the people  

walking by and disturb everyone by singing at the 

top of your voice.” The defendant said: “Well, it’s 

like this, your honour. If I didn’t do something 

like this once in a while, I’d go crazy!” 

From the Churchwardens 
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Funerals and  

Memorial Services 
                               

Please remember in your prayers 

Kayden Charles Cobb 8yrs 

 

PIMMS AND PROSECCO - let’s celebrate 

Wimbledon. Saturday July 4th, 12 noon till 4pm 

This event is now in its third year. We are really 

hoping to top last year’s amount raised of £250. 

Prices will remain the same as last year and it 

would be lovely for this event to be supported by 

more of the congregation. Even if you don’t like 

pimms or prosecco, there is always strawberries 

and cream on offer. 

Staying on the fundraising front please look out for 

a new event. We are hoping to bring back the good 

old days!!! 

A Beetle Drive is in the offing - watch this space. 

What would you prefer: a Saturday afternoon or 

Sunday after church with a small buffet before-

hand. Please let us know. 

CHURCHWARDEN’S VISITATION  

SERVICE 

This is being held in St Denys on Monday 20th July 

at 7pm. Everyone is welcome to attend and it would 

be lovely to see you there to support us.  

Refreshments will be provided afterwards, in our 

usual St Deny’s welcoming way. This service is  

attended by most of the Churchwardens elected at 

various annual parochial church meetings earlier 

in the year and they will all be sworn into office by 

the presiding minister, Revd Lorna Brabin-Smith. 

A COOL PLACE 

As the Bulletin is being prepared the country is 

experiencing one of its hottest heatwaves. Several 

national announcements have been published  

regarding the danger of sitting in the sun and how 

to cope in periods of extreme heat. In Sleaford we 

have the perfect antidote to this situation - the 

nave of the church. It is so cool and just pleasant 

Matthew 14.22-23 (RSV) 
Then he made the disciples get into the boat and go 

before him to the other side, while he dismissed the 

crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he 

went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When 

evening came, he was there alone. 



 

 

 

 

William Alvey School Bishop’s Visitor Update 
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MORE ‘HAVE YOU NOTICED?’ 

by Douglas Hoare 

Four of the five buttresses supporting the 

south aisle wall are of uniform height.  

However, the fifth, westernmost, extends 

above the medieval frieze. This can be  

explained by Pevsner’s comment: ‘When the 

great Decorated rebuilding began, they did 

at Sleaford what they had done at Newark 

and Grantham and embraced the tower 

with their work’. 

At this point inside the church is an  

internal buttress against the south side of 

the tower. It has circular capitals like those 

to the transept. Our Vicar, Philip Mann, 

maintained that the transept is later than 

the nave. If Pevsner is not correct, Mann’s 

statement makes sense.  One can hardly 

imagine the south-west corner being built 

before the rest of the nave. Perhaps we 

shall never know and arguments will  

continue! 

This month we have held the annual Y4(aged 

8/9) Church Schools Festival in St Denys on 15th 

and 16th June. The schools taking part were  

William Alvey, St Botolph's, Rauceby,  

Heckington, Pointon and Ruskington. There were 

127 children on Monday and 96 on Tuesday with 

their teachers and helpers. 

The children all arrived  on time for a 10 o'clock 

start with a welcome from our Vicar and some 

joyful worship songs led by Andy from New Life 

Church who was also in charge of the technology 

and music. Then they were split into their mixed 

school groups for 4 workshop sessions in the 

morning and 2 in the afternoon ending with more 

worship and songs with a lunch break in the 

middle of the day when they went outside in the 

sunshine. 

The workshop sessions were varied subjects and 

activities including St Denys Church, Global 

Christianity, Church Rubbings (letters of their 

names), Observational Art (anything they could 

see around the church), “Open the Book” Bible 

stories, and the Puppets from New Life Church 

which are always very popular. The children 

were free to move around (depending on the 

workshop), looking at things all around the 

building  and all parts of the church were in use. 

It was hectic for everyone involved and the children 

enjoyed themselves immensely. 

I have also been to an Assembly for World Oceans 

Day about  the need to care as much about the  

oceans and it's wildlife as for the rest of the earth. 

and it's wildlife. This Monday there were hints and 

tips about how to cope with the extreme hot  

weather of the heatwave expected over the next few 

days. The children were urged to take care of pets, 

plants and themselves as the temperature goes up 

to record highs. Things like keeping hydrated, not 

chasing about in the sun, wearing suitable clothes 

and staying in the shade when possible. The  

Assembly Hall is a lovely part of the school to be in 

as it has air conditioning but not all parts of the 

school are so fortunate. If the temperatures reach 

the numbers forecast we shall all struggle in the 

heat! 

As I was completing this update I received an email 

telling me that the Bishop's Visitor Training Day I 

was due to attend this Wednesday is postponed due 

to the red health heatwave alert! 

Beryl Risdell 



Disclaimer: Please note that the opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 

authors.   They do not reflect the opinions or views of St Denys PCC. 

Church Services 
(Morning prayer is usually said at 

8.45am on Monday, Tuesday  

and Thursday)   
Said Communion every  

Wednesday at 10am 

(1st Weds of the month is BCP) 
 

 

JULY / AUGUST 

Sunday, 28th June 

10am St Peter & St Paul 

Wednesday, 1st July 

10am BCP 

7pm Licensing of  

Revd Chris Harrington All welcome 

Sunday, 5th July 

10am Trinity V 

Wednesday, 8th July 

10am Said Communion 

Sunday, 12th July 

10am Trinity  VI 

Wednesday, 15th July 

10am Said Communion 

Sunday, 19th July 

10am Trinity  VII 

Monday, 20th July 

7pm Visitation Service 
 

Wednesday, 22nd July 

8.30am Said Communion 

Sunday, 26th July 

10am St James 

Wednesday, 29th July 

10am Said Communion 

Sunday, 2nd August 

10am Trinity XI 

Wednesday, 5th August 

10am BCP 

Sunday, 9th August 

10am Trinity X 

Wednesday, 12th August 

10am Said Communion 

Sunday, 16th August 

10am Blessed  Virgin Mary 

Wednesday, 19th August 

10am Said Communion 

Sunday, 23rd August 

10am Trinity XII 

Wednesday, 26th August 

10am Said Communion 

Sunday, 30th August 

10am Trinity XIII 

Wednesday, 2nd September 

10am BCP 
 

COMMUNICANTS’ GUILD 

 On Tuesday 21st July, members of the Guild 

will be meeting at 3 p.m. for tea at Pennells  

Garden Centre on London Road.   

There will be no meeting in August. 

  

One step that's all, then two 

then three - yea, just small but very firm steps 

'Tis all you need to do 

to walk away from yesterday and start anew. 

Perhaps the worst is over, and just ahead 

lie radiant fields of happiness. 

You cannot know now, cannot even guess.  

But lest you rise up and start again 

you'll continue ruminating in shadows 

ever viewing through blank windows 

And perpetually reflecting misery and pain!  
Jenny Whybrow  

(published with permission of the author) 
 

Submitted by David Birks 


